College Students and Youth - Podcast Transcript

Host 1: All right, everybody. Let's dive in today. We
were talking all about getting around if you are a
college student or just a young person in Brevard
County, Florida,

Host 2: and, you know, maybe you need to figure out a
way to get to class or to your job or just to go out and
see what's going on in the county.

Host 1: Exactly. We are looking at info from Space
Coast Area Transit to help us navigate all of this.

Host 2: Definitely. Let's get into it.

Host 1: Okay. So one of the things that stood out to me
is all of the places that Space Coast Area Transit can
actually take you.

Host 2: Right.

Host 1: We're talking about colleges, we're talking
about libraries, um, you can even get to the beach.

Host 2: Yeah, and I think that Space Coast Area Transit
has a real commitment to student and youth
transportation needs.

Host 1: For sure.



Host 2: You know, they've designed their routes with
those particular destinations in mind. Yeah. As places
that young people frequent.

Host 1: Oh, this is great. If you are attending Eastern
Florida State College, You can ride any Space Coast
Area Transit bus or trolley free of charge.

Really? Isn't that awesome? That's incredible. It's
completely free. All you need 1s a current sticker on
your EFSC student ID and then you're good to go.

Host 2: So you're telling me I don't have to worry about
parking?

Host 1: Nope.
Host 2: I don't have to worry about the cost of gas.
Host 1: Not at all.

Host 2: I don't even have to worry about like, you
know, keeping up with my car in terms of maintenance.

Host 1: All of those things are completely taken care of.
Host 2: That's amazing.

Host 1: And they've even got specific routes that
service each campus.

Host 2: Oh, wow.



Host 1: So the Titusville campus 1s Route 5.
Host 2: Gotcha.

Host 1: The Cocoa campus 1s Route 6.
Host 2: Okay.

Host 1: The Melbourne campus, you've got Route 28
and 29. Wow. And then the Palm Bay campus is Route
23.

Host 2: So that must make such a difference for
students being able to get to and from class so easily.
Yeah. And not have to worry about all that extra cost of
a parking pass.

Host 1: Absolutely. And even if you aren't attending
Eastern Florida State College, there's this other program
called the Read to Ride program.

Host 2: Oh, I've heard about this.

Host 1: Have you? Okay. So tell me about this a little
bit because this 1s for those who are 18 and under.

Host 2: All

Host 1: you have to do 1s show your Brevard County
Library card.

Host 2: And then you ride free.



Host 1: And you ride free.

Host 2: All summer long. All

Host 1: summer.

Host 2: Imagine all the places you could go.

Host 1: Yeah.

Host 2: If you didn't have to pay, you can meet up with
friends at the beach, go see a movie, go to the mall,
check out our new bookstore.

Host 1: Possibilities are endless. And
Host 2: it wouldn't cost you a thing.

Host 1: Amazing. Now for those who don't qualify for
the free programs, students who aren't attending Eastern
Florida State College, there 1s a reduced fare of 75
cents. And there's a reduced fare 30 day pass that is
available for just $21.

Host 2: Nice.

Host 1: And of course, children under five.
They always ride free. That's

Host 2: great.

Host 1: And transfers to other routes are free as well.



Host 2: Well, and one of the things that I thought was
really interesting was that Space Coast Area Transit
received a grant from the city of Melbourne.

Host 1: Okay.

Host 2: To make rides on Routes 21, 24, and 29 free.
Free.

Host 1: For everybody.

Host 2: For Melbourne residents traveling within the
city limits.

Host 1: Oh, wow.

Host 2: Yeah, so if you've got a valid ID, you're good to
go on those routes.

Host 1: Amazing. They really have thought of
everything, haven't they?

Host 2: They really have.

Host 1: Making it easy and accessible and affordable to
get around.

Host 2: Yeah, if you need to get in touch with Space
Coast Area Transit, there's a couple of ways to do

Host 1: that.



Okay,

Host 2: how do you do that? They have a ride line. The
number 1s 321 633 1878

Host 1:. Okay.

Host 2: Or, if you are in the South Mainland area, that
number 1s 321 952 4672.

Host 1: Gotcha.
Host 2: You can also shoot them an email.
Host 1: Okay.

Host 2: Or you can check them out on social media.
They're at 321Transit on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter,
and YouTube.

Host 1: So, after hearing about all of that, What stands
out to you as maybe the most helpful program?

Host 2: You know, I think what's really interesting to
think about is how using public transportation can not
only save you money, but it also helps the environment.
Yeah. And your community, you know, less pollution,
less traffic, a chance to, you know, meet your neighbors
on the bus.

Totally. It's something to think about.



Host 1: Yeah, 1t is. Well, thanks for joining us for this
deep dive into Space Coast Area Transit.

Host 2: It was a pleasure.
Host 1: And we'll see you next time.

Host 2: See ya!



